
Reduce the amount of settled dust in your 
workplace. 
How to deal with workplace dust 

When working with products in the workplace such as concrete that can produce a vast amount of dust,  
it is crucial to help minimise the risk to health by preventing and reducing the amount of settled dust through 
several key housekeeping practices. 

It is important that respirable dust is controlled and the effected work areas are cleaned regularly; it is also  
imperative to understand that not all elements of the dust can be seen with the naked eye so all work surfaces 
must be cleaned sufficiently.  

Exposure to dust, if not managed correctly, can lead to long-term respiratory illnesses.  
The following factors will help prevent these illnesses. 

Control and cleaning methods 
Ensuring that there is appropriate equipment set up in the workplace is key to eliminating and reducing dust  
settle; it is important that tools and cleaning equipment are easily accessible for all staff to use.  
When using vehicles and equipment in the workplace that are prone to generating dust, remember to close all 
windows on the vehicles and change filters regularly to limit exposure to the surrounding dust.  
Don’t brush dry surfaces- brushing the ground will allow the dust particles to spread further, resulting in a more 
compromised working area. Always vacuum or dampen the surface prior to brushing. 

Clothing  
Your workers’ uniform and PPE can be contaminated with dust particles, ensure that they change clothes with 
those that have been placed in a separate, safe and clean storage area. If possible, it is also good practice to advise 
workers that washing and showering before leaving the worksite can help prevent transferring unwanted dust  
particles. There are also dust masks available for instant protection against the dust and an array of different  
respirators than can be used for different job roles. 

Health Monitoring  
When working in a compromised environment, measuring and recording health is important. The rate, depth and 
pattern of breathing record will allow you to keep track of your respiratory health and allow you to see how the 
dust is affecting your immediate health. All doctor surgeries will provide you with information on how to obtain 
this. 

Businesses can significantly reduce the risk to health by having the relevant procedures and safety requirements in 
place. Ensuring the managers and health and safety advisors understand the key responsibilities and the  
requirements for working with dust is fundamental for the company. If you get buy in from all, you will help  
eliminate the amount of dust particles that settle in the workplace, ultimately resulting in a healthier workforce.  

Beware of dust particles; educate your workforce! 

www.hse.gov.uk/gohomehealthy
www.mentortrainingsolutions.co.uk 


